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Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Cyprus
November 10, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with Public Law 95–384 (22

U.S.C. 2373(c)), I submit to you this report
on progress toward a negotiated settlement
of the Cyprus question covering the period
August 1, 1999, to September 30, 1999. The
previous submission covered events during
June and July 1999.

In an official working visit to the United
States, Turkish Prime Minister Ecevit and I
had a productive meeting on September 28.
We exchanged views on a number of topics,
including Cyprus. I emphasized that reaching
a just and lasting solution to the Cyprus dis-
pute remains one of my highest priorities.
The Prime Minister and I agreed that there
cannot be a solution to the Cyprus problem
that would return the situation to what it was
before 1974: all Cypriots must live in secu-
rity. Prime Minister Ecevit supported my
idea that my Special Emissary for Cyprus,
Alfred H. Moses, travel to the region to ex-
plore ways to move forward on the Cyprus
issue, in particular by starting comprehensive
talks with no pre-condition under U.N. aus-
pices, as called for by the G–8.

The international community mourned the
death of Greek Alternate Foreign Minister
Kranidiotis. His passing is a true loss for
Greece and Cyprus.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Ukraine-United States Treaty on
Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal
Matters With Documentation
November 10, 1999

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Treaty Between the United

States of America and Ukraine on Mutual
Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters with
Annex, signed at Kiev on July 22, 1998. I
transmit also, for the information of the Sen-
ate, an exchange of notes which was signed
on September 30, 1999, which provides for
its provisional application, as well as the re-
port of the Department of State with respect
to the Treaty.

The Treaty is one of a series of modern
mutual legal assistance treaties being nego-
tiated by the United States in order to
counter criminal activities more effectively.
The Treaty should be an effective tool to as-
sist in the prosecution of a wide variety of
crimes, including drug trafficking offenses.
The Treaty is self-executing. It provides for
a broad range of cooperation in criminal mat-
ters. Mutual assistance available under the
Treaty includes: taking of testimony or state-
ments of persons; providing documents,
records, and articles of evidence; serving doc-
uments; locating or identifying persons;
transferring persons in custody for testimony
or other purposes; executing requests for
searches and seizures; assisting in proceed-
ings related to restraint, confiscation, forfeit-
ure of assets, restitution, and collection of
fines; and any other form of assistance not
prohibited by the laws of the requested state.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Treaty and
give its advice and consent to ratification.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 10, 1999.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this message.

Remarks at a National Coalition of
Minority Business Award Dinner
November 10, 1999

Thank you very much. Thank you. Whew,
this is a pretty rowdy crowd tonight. We may
have to sing that song before we’re done.
[Laughter]

Chairman Garrett, when you were sort of
introducing Weldon, and you kept reading
all those quotes about his influence, and this,
that, and the other thing—and I thought, this
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can all be distilled in one sentence: Bill Clin-
ton does what he asked him to. [Laughter]

I want to thank Weldon and Mel for having
me here. And I want to thank you, Chairman
Garrett, and the board and all of you who
made this dinner possible tonight. I want to
thank the members of the administration
who are here. Secretary Slater—do you know
what I thought about when Secretary Slater
got up to read Reverend Jackson’s letter? If
Jesse had known Rodney was going to read
for him, he probably would have come back
for fear that Rodney would read it better
than he would. [Laughter] I’ll pay for that
later. [Laughter]

I want to tell you, I think Reverend Jack-
son is where he ought to be tonight, and you
should know that he’s been with me every
step of the two new markets tours we have
taken, and it’s been a great joy. We’ve been
friends for many years. I can still remember
when we ate french fries in the kitchen of
the Arkansas Governor’s mansion, more than
a decade ago, and talked about how foolish
it was that we weren’t trying to include all
Americans in the economic mainstream of
our life. And he was on this road before I
was, and I’m glad that we’re walking it to-
gether now.

I want to thank Secretary Alexis Herman
and Aida Alvarez for their leadership. There
are others here in this administration—Alvin
Brown does a wonderful job for the Vice
President and for me, leading our empower-
ment zones and enterprise community initia-
tive. And one of the things I want to com-
pliment him on is that we just got—among
the victories in this last-minute budget proc-
ess is we’ve now fully funded the second
round of empowerment zones to give more
poor communities opportunities. Thank you,
Alvin.

I told Aida Alvarez that if Weldon really
had the guts to tell Erskine Bowles that she
was the best Administrator of the SBA, we
could all enjoy his misery tonight—[laugh-
ter]—because you have done a wonderful
job. And there are others who are here. Bill
Lann Lee, the head of the Civil Rights Divi-
sion; thank you, sir, for your leadership. And
I see Dave Barram, the Government’s land-
lord, GSA; thank you for what you have done
here. And Fred Hochberg, at the SBA, out

there. And a person who used to be a part
of this administration who had a lot to do
with ‘‘mead it, don’t end it,’’ and a lot of other
good things, Deval Patrick. Thank you for
being here tonight. Bless you, sir.

And thank you for acknowledging Minyon
Moore, my political director; and Ben John-
son who runs our One America office; and
my good friend Ernie Green. I tell you, I
wish every one of you had been in the White
House yesterday for that Gold Medal cele-
bration for the Little Rock Nine. It was one
of the most moving things that I have ever
had the opportunity to be involved in. [Ap-
plause] Thank you.

I want to also acknowledge the Members
of Congress here tonight that I believe are
here; Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard;
Congressman Rubén Hinojosa, my good
friend from south Texas; Congressman John
Conyers is here, obviously.

And I want to pay special recognition to
one other person who is here, because he’s
up for reelection next year; he needs your
help, and he is one of the most courageous
Members of the United States Congress. If
ever we had a friend who deserves to be re-
elected, it’s Senator Chuck Robb from Vir-
ginia. And I want to ask him to stand up.
Thank you. [Applause] He may well be the
greatest Virginia—greatest Governor Vir-
ginia had since Thomas Jefferson, in his
record in education and in so many other
ways. We served together, and I have seen
him cast vote after vote in the Senate, know-
ing that it might cost him his seat. And he
just gets up every day and does what he
thinks is right. He deserves the support of
every thinking person in America who cares
about the direction of the United States Sen-
ate. He’s got a hard fight. I believe he’s going
to win, but he has to have all kinds of help,
financial, vote, and otherwise, to win. And
I want to urge you to support him in every
way you can. Thank you. [Applause]

I’m told that Mayor David Dinkins from
New York is here tonight. If he’s here, or
was here, anyway—and if you’re not here,
I still think you’re great. [Laughter] You’ve
heard this speech before.

I thank you for this award. You know, I
always feel generally that Presidents
shouldn’t receive awards, that having the job



2343Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999 / Nov. 10

is award enough. But I confess I kind of like
this one. [Laughter] And I’m going to put
it on my desk in the Oval Office tomorrow,
so you’ll begin to see it on television, and
you’ll know how much I like it.

You told that joke about ‘‘Lift Every Voice
and Sing.’’ I remember one time Vernon Jor-
dan and I sang that song to a group of unbe-
lieving people on Martha’s Vineyard. [Laugh-
ter] You know, this is all beginning to cause
me some difficulty. Last night I spoke to a
Hispanic Democratic dinner, and I was intro-
duced by my friend Miguel Lausell from
Puerto Rico. And he stood up and said, ‘‘This
President has a Latino soul.’’ [Laughter] And
not long ago, Toni Morrison said that I was—
Toni Morrison, the Pulitzer Prize-winning
African-American writer, said that I was the
first black President America had ever had.
[Laughter] So I thought to myself, now I’ll
never be able to go home to Ireland. What
am I going to do? [Laughter]

All of this that we’re laughing about really
stems from something I deeply believe. I be-
lieve it about America, but I believe it about
every person’s journey through life. We all
struggle, and we all fail. But we all struggle
to live a life of integrity, which means literally
that we are integrated, that our mind and
our body and our spirit are in the same place
at the same time, centered and connected
to other human beings. And I’ve always be-
lieved that, in so many ways, the purpose of
politics is to find a unifying vision that will
allow people to release the barriers that keep
them from one another so they can join
hands and enhance our common destiny.

It’s been a privilege to serve. I don’t really
deserve any awards. I got to be President,
and it’s the greatest honor that any American
could ever have. Your success is the greatest
award I could get, because of the mission
of our country, the eternal mission of our
country is to deepen the meaning of our free-
dom and widen the circle of opportunity and
strengthen the bonds of our community. And
it turns out that trying to make sure that ev-
erybody shares in our prosperity is not only
the morally right thing to do, it’s good for
all the rest of America, too—which is why
all these businesses are here tonight. So we
have come a long way by following the admo-

nition of the Scriptures to be doers of the
Word and not hearers only.

Twelve years ago, or in the 12 years before
the Vice President and I came here, we had
a very different view, I think, of ourselves
as a country, which dominated Washington,
and a very different economic philosophy.
But in the end, by 1992, it had brought us
to a place where we had economic distress
and social division, with a Government that
had been discredited by the people who were
running it, who said the Government was the
problem. And even though along the way I
thought they did some quite good things—
standing up against communism, signing the
Americans with Disabilities Act—but all the
time telling us that the Government was the
problem. And also defying the basic laws of
arithmetic when it came to doing our budget.
[Laughter]

So in 1992, Vice President Gore and I
asked the American people to give us a
chance to put people first, to be driven by
a vision of opportunity for all, but respon-
sibility from all Americans. I always thought,
contrary to the prevailing political rhetoric,
that most people wanted to be responsible
and would respond to a challenge to do
that—and to build a community of increas-
ingly diverse Americans.

We had some new ideas about the econ-
omy, about welfare, about crime, about the
environment, about national service, about
America’s role in the world. And with the
help of a lot of you here, the American peo-
ple gave us a chance to try our ideas. And
after 7 years, the results are in. And I am
very grateful that we have the longest peace-
time expansion in our history. By February
it will be the longest economic expansion in
American history, including the Second
World War and World War I and the times
we were fully mobilized. Nearly 20 million
new jobs; a 30-year low in unemployment;
a 32-year low in the welfare rolls; a 25-year
low in the crime rate; 20-year low in the pov-
erty rates; the first time we’ve had back-to-
back budget surpluses in 42 years, with the
smallest Federal Government in 37 years.
You’ve been a part of that. That’s the Amer-
ica you have made because you have been
given a chance to make it. And you should
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be very proud of yourselves for the role you
played in it.

Along the way, we tried to make sure that
people who worked 40 hours a week and had
kids in their homes should not be poor. So
we doubled the earned-income tax credit and
cut taxes for 15 million working Americans,
raised the minimum wage, and I hope we’re
about to raise it again. We passed the Brady
bill, which has now kept 400,000 people with
criminal or other problem histories from get-
ting handguns, giving us the lowest murder
rate in 30 years.

We fought for and won an increase in chil-
dren’s health coverage that will enable us,
I hope and believe, over the next year or so,
to cover 5 million more children with health
insurance. Ninety percent of our kids are im-
munized against serious childhood diseases,
for the very first time in our history. We’ve
expanded Head Start, and the family and
medical leave law has now enabled over 15
million Americans to take a little time off
from work without losing their jobs when a
baby is born or a parent is sick.

We’ve opened the doors of higher edu-
cation with the HOPE scholarship and other
tax credits and more Pell grant fundings and
tax deductibility for interest on student loans.
The air is cleaner; the water is cleaner; the
food is safer. We set aside more land in pro-
tected areas than any administration in the
history of this country, except those of Frank-
lin and Theodore Roosevelt.

One hundred and fifty thousand young
Americans, and some not so young, have en-
tered the AmeriCorps program and served
in their communities all across America, solv-
ing problems and working with people, help-
ing children, dealing with natural disasters,
rebuilding dilapidated housing, doing any
number of things to make our country a bet-
ter place. And we have made a clear commit-
ment to building one America in the 21st
century.

We’ve tried to reach out, I might add, in
ways that are not always apparent. You know,
and you’ve made—I like that joke about how
my administration doesn’t look like the one
on ‘‘West Wing.’’ I don’t recognize that
White House, you know? [Laughter] It’s a
cute show, but it ought to be more diverse,
because America is. And our administration

is. You know that. You know the record of
our appointments to the Federal Bench and
the efforts to increase the effectiveness of
the Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission. We’ve also, I might add, tried to
make sure that people who have different po-
litical views than mine had their rights re-
spected, that all Federal employees were citi-
zens and could be citizens, that the religious
convictions of Federal employees and chil-
dren in our schools could have the widest
possible protection. So I haven’t tried just
to bring into this tent of one America people
who will vote for me at the next election,
but all people who should feel that they have
a place at America’s table.

But we have made a special effort on the
economic front to help people who have tra-
ditionally been left behind. We’ve increased
by 21⁄2 times the number of small business
loans to African-American entrepreneurs,
and by 21⁄2 times the number of SBA loans
to Hispanic entrepreneurs since 1992. And
beneath those economic statistics that I just
ran off—the 30 years, 30 years, 20 years—
I wish you all could remember that and just
tell everybody between now and the next
election—[laughter]—we have the lowest
levels ever recorded of African-American
poverty and child poverty, the lowest His-
panic poverty rate in a generation, the lowest
female unemployment rate—listen to this—
lowest female unemployment rate in 46
years, and the lowest African-American and
Hispanic unemployment rates ever recorded
since we started separate statistics in the
1970’s.

Now, I think the important question is,
what do we intend to do with this. You know,
I worked as hard as I could, and I will con-
tinue to every day for the next 430-some odd
days I have to be President, to keep this
country going in the right direction, to build
that bridge to the 21st century we talked
about in 1996. A nation is almost like a vast
ocean liner out in the Pacific somewhere. To
turn it around, you can’t do it on a dime;
it takes time. And we’ve worked hard for 7
years, and the country is moving in the right
direction. The question is, what are we going
to do with it?

This is the only time in my lifetime that
we have had this level of economic strength,
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free of any pressing domestic crisis or foreign
threat, so that we literally can look ahead into
this new millennium and say, what would we
like America to be for our children and our
grandchildren? Because as good as things
are, we know two things. We know, number
one, nothing stays the same forever, good or
bad. So like all moments, this one will pass.
Something will happen sometime down the
road. Nothing stays the same forever. The
second thing we know is, we know right now
that we have some big challenges still out
there. I’ll mention some I won’t talk about
tonight in any detail, but just you ought to
think about them. We know right now that
the number of people over 65 is going to
double in the next 30 years, and we’ll only
have two people working for every one per-
son drawing Social Security. We have to de-
cide right now whether we’re going to deal
with that.

We know right now that Medicare is sup-
posed to run out of money in 15 years and
that 75 percent of the elderly people in this
country can’t afford prescription drugs. We
know right now—children bigger than the
baby boom generation, and they’re much,
much more diverse. In Senator Robb’s home
State, just across the river from the White
House, the Alexandria school district has
children from 180 different racial and ethnic
groups whose parents speak 100 different
languages. One school district. And we know
that while we have the best system of higher
education in the world, and this administra-
tion has succeeded, literally, in opening the
doors of college to everybody who is willing
to work for it now, no one can seriously assert
that every one of our children is getting a
world-class education, kindergarten through
12th grade. And we know if we really want
to have one America, we have to deal with
that.

We know right now that people who are
connected to the Internet and are computer-
literate and understand that have big eco-
nomic advantages. Even poor people get big
economic advantages. I learned in northern
California last week that this company,
eBay—I bet a lot of you have bought things
from eBay, you know eBay—you know there
are now over 20,000 people making a living
off eBay? Not working for the company; trad-

ing through the site. Many of them, I learned
from the company people, used to be on wel-
fare. So we know that it makes a huge dif-
ference, and yet we know there’s a digital
divide out there. The Vice President and I
have worked hard to close it in the schools.

Four years ago, we had only 4 percent of
our schools and classrooms connected to the
Internet. Now 51 percent are, and we’re try-
ing to make sure 100 percent are by the end
of next year. We’re getting close. But there
are kids out there in schools that cannot be
wired because they are so old and in such
disrepair. Forty percent of the schools in
New York are over 70 years old. Some of
them are still heated by coal. The average
age of school buildings in Philadelphia is 65
years. And I could go on and on. I was in
a little town in Florida not very long ago,
a little town, where there were 12 trailers
out behind the grade school. So this is a chal-
lenge; we know about this.

I know, and I hope that you believe, that
there is really an environmental challenge
that the whole world faces in this climate
change business and that if we continue to
warm the climate at this rate, at some time
in the next century the water levels will rise
as the polar ice caps melt. The sugarcane
fields in Louisiana will be flooded; much of
the Florida Everglades will be flooded; some
island nations could disappear. And the
whole quality of life in America could be
changed. The distribution of agricultural op-
portunity could be irrevocably altered.

But we also know that you don’t have to
burn more greenhouse gases to get rich any-
more, as a nation. It’s not necessary. There
are technological advances that are now avail-
able, and those that will soon be available,
which will enable us to totally change that.
Congressman Conyers and I went to the De-
troit auto show together, and we looked at
automobiles that use mixed gasoline and
electrical engines that will soon become com-
mercially available, that get 70 miles a gallon,
and that can be economical even at presently
relatively low gasoline prices. But we have
to—we know that.

We know that in the future we’ll have to
deal with the challenges from terrorists and
drugrunners and organized criminals around
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the world, and they’ll increasingly work to-
gether, and they will use the very things that
we’re using—the Internet and technology
and the openness of borders—against us. We
know that. What are we going to do about
it?

I say all these things not to alarm anyone,
but to say that we know right now what most
of the large challenges of the next 30 years
will be, and right now, for the first time in
my lifetime, we have the prosperity and the
confidence and the coherence to deal with
them. But they require decisions.

I said yesterday, when we were celebrating
Ernie and the other members of the Little
Rock Nine, that the things that those kids
did when they walked up the steps and into
the schools, and they were abused and they
were run off and they went through this trial,
is they forced everybody else to make a deci-
sion. Before that I was like everybody else;
I thought segregation was a terrible thing,
but I never had to really speak about it. I
was 11 years old; what the heck did it matter
to me? I was more worried about when re-
cess was, or something. You know, it was just
the way things were. But sometimes when
people act, they change everything. And ev-
erybody had to make a decision then. Be-
cause there it was. Well, that’s where we are
now. Except there is no crisis, so we don’t
have to make a decision. We can just wander
on and not deal with this.

Now, how many times in your personal
life, in your family life, or in your business
life, have you made a mistake because you
thought things were going so well you could
afford to be distracted, diverted, or indul-
gent? How many times? It happens to every-
body. There’s not a person in this room it
hasn’t happened to. It is human nature.

And so I say to you, the greatest honor
I could have is to know that you will work
with me for the next 430-some odd days and
that you will continue to work to make sure
that we do not blow this precious moment.
This is an incredible opportunity and an
enormous responsibility. And it’s never hap-
pened in my lifetime, ever. Not once have
we ever had this much prosperity, this much
confidence, and the absence of a pressing,
convulsing domestic crisis or foreign threat.
And we will never forgive ourselves if we let

our children and our grandchildren down by
not looking into the future and saying, here
are the big challenges facing this country,
and we intend to meet them.

And I just want to mention two more.
Number one is there are people in places
which still have not participated in this pros-
perity. That’s what the Vice President’s em-
ployment zones and enterprise community
initiative has been all about. That’s why we
worked hard to establish these community
development financial institutions that some
of you have participated in. That’s why we
worked so hard to enforce the Community
Reinvestment Act and then to save it in this
last banking legislation, because 95 percent
of all the lending ever made under that 22-
year-old law has happened since this admin-
istration has been in office.

And that’s what this new markets initiative
is all about. We will never have every single
neighborhood in an employment zone; we
can only pick those that have their act to-
gether and have the biggest problems and
try to make the fairest judgments we can.
But what I have sought to do by going around
the country is to say, look, there are all these
other places, and shouldn’t we at least give
investors in America the same incentives to
invest in poor areas in America we give them
to invest in poor areas in Latin America or
Africa or Asia? I support American invest-
ment around the world. I am trying to pass
right now the Africa trade bill and the Carib-
bean Basin initiative before this Congress
goes home. But I believe that the most im-
portant markets we have are the untapped
markets still in this country that need to be
developed.

So I ask you to think about that. You’d
be amazed—again, this is another example
where doing—what the right thing to do is
also good for the rest of America. You would
be amazed how much time we have spent
over the last year and a half figuring out how
can we keep this economic expansion going.
All previous economic expansions have come
to an end either because the economy gets
so heated up that we get inflation—and then
when you break the inflation, the medicine
to break the inflation is so strong, it breaks
the recovery—or because the recovery just
runs out of steam.
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Now, we’ve kept this one going, largely
thanks to you and people like you. Thirty per-
cent of it has been powered by technology;
30 percent of it, until this Asian financial col-
lapse, was powered by exports. Traditional
economic theory dramatically underesti-
mated the impact of technology to increase
productivity and underestimated the impact
of open markets in holding down inflation.

So we can keep it going. But to keep it
going, with unemployment at 4.1 percent,
what have we got to do? If you go into a
neighborhood in an inner city, if you go into
an abandoned small town that lost its factory
and has nothing left, if you go into a Native
American reservation—Pine Ridge Reserva-
tion in South Dakota, there are plenty of
smart people up there. I walked up and down
the street with a 17-year-old girl that is as
intelligent as any high school child I’ve talked
to since I’ve been President. But they have
73 percent unemployment. That is wasted
human potential. And if you invest there, you
create new businesses, new jobs, and new
consumers and new taxpayers, and you grow
the economy without inflation, by definition,
because you are getting both new producers
and new consumers. This is the right thing
to do for the people that are there. It’s the
right thing to do for the rest of us because
we want this ride to go on just as long as
it can.

The other thing I want to say is, if I could
leave America with one legacy, and some-
body said to me tonight, ‘‘Well, you’re going
to have to go now, and we’ll give you one
wish’’—you know, the genie deal—[laugh-
ter]—‘‘But you don’t get three wishes; you
just get one,’’ I’d still pick one America.
Why? Because I think when we’re getting
along and when we’re not just tolerating each
other, but when we respect and like each
other, when we’ve got a framework for deal-
ing with our honest differences that enables
them to be worked out without everybody
falling out, the American people nearly al-
ways get it right. I mean, why do you think
we’re around here after over 220 years? Look
at all the stuff we’ve weathered. I mean, we
had these Founding Fathers who said we’re
all created equal, and they were slaveholders.
And even white guys couldn’t vote if they
didn’t own property, never mind the women,

right? We worked it out. So now we just kept
on working at it, and we worked it out. But
what is the signal measure of our progress?
We kept finding ways to bring more and
more and more people into the circle of free-
dom and opportunity. And then their minds
figured out how to maximize the benefits of
the Industrial Revolution, how to provide
mass education, how to integrate immigrants
from all over the world into the mainstream
of American life.

This one America deal is much bigger than
just sort of, feel good; let’s all be nice; don’t
anybody be prejudiced or say anything at a
dinner party you’d be embarrassed by.
[Laughter] And, to be serious, it’s much
more than being tough on people who com-
mit hate crimes, although I badly want that
hate crimes legislation to pass. It is an under-
standing about the way we should live if we
all want to do well. It is in the nature of
the American idea and the core of what it
means to be a human being.

Isn’t it interesting to you—I mean, do you
ever think about this? We continue to have
these horrible hate crime incidents in Amer-
ica, and then we see these other countries
convulsed by the tribal slaughter in Rwanda;
the awful, terrible treatment of the Kosovar
Albanian Muslims in Kosovo; the treatment
of the Bosnian Muslims in Bosnia; the con-
tinuing conflict among the Catholics and the
Protestants in Ireland which we’re trying to
bring to an end; the continuing conflict in
the Middle East. What is the common ele-
ment in that and the hate crimes?

It is that, for all of the wonders of the mod-
ern world, we’re most bedeviled as societies
by the oldest problem of folks living together:
We still have a hard time with people who
aren’t like us, you know, have a hard time
with people that aren’t like us. And yet, the
truth is, when we get over it and let it go,
we find that life is a lot more interesting than
it used to be. I told somebody last night, the
first time I went to a Cinco de Mayo celebra-
tion in San Francisco, I thought, where has
this been all my life? [Laughter] Man, I like
this. Where has this been? I like this. So
we’re laughing, but there’s a grain of truth
here. Why do American Christians buy books
by the Dalai Lama in record numbers, about
the ethics of the new millennium? Because



2348 Nov. 10 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999

he has a very important piece of the truth,
and he has very important peace inside.

So I say to you, look for the unifying vision
and continue to work for it. And be clear
and focused on the magic moment in which
we live. Be humble enough to know it will
not last forever; it is not in the nature of
human affairs. And if you really want to
honor what you have done and the spirit of
this award, which you have so kindly given
me, make the most of this moment. It is the
chance of a lifetime to build a future of our
dreams.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:16 p.m. in the
Corcoran Ballroom at the Four Seasons Hotel. In
his remarks, he referred to James F. Garrett,
chair, and Weldon Latham, general counsel, Na-
tional Coalition of Minority Business; Melvin
Clark, president and chief executive officer,
Metroplex Corporation; civil rights leader Rev.
Jesse Jackson; Ernest Green, one of the Little
Rock Nine; attorney Vernon Jordan, long-time
friend of the President; and Miguel Lausell, chair,
Hispanic Leadership Council. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.
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I was just sitting here—out there—won-
dering, Michael, if I need to stand up here
and announce that I’m changing parties, so
that you don’t lose your tax-exempt status for
the foundation—[laughter]—I’d do nearly
anything for Alma and you and Tracey and
Ron—I don’t think I can quite get there,
but—[laughter].

You know, I had a feeling—the reason I
asked for the children to speak—they’re
young adults, I guess—is that after Patrick
spoke so beautifully, and then after Sol spoke
so powerfully, I figured, well, what the heck,
they’ve already heard the best speeches of
the night anyway. [Laughter]

I wanted you to hear them because I think
it’s important that you see flesh-and-blood
examples of why Mr. Trujillo and his com-
pany were honored tonight. And I think it’s
important that you see examples of the work

of the Brown Foundation as embodied in
Patrick’s remarks, and the work that Mr. Tru-
jillo has done as embodied in those two
young people, because that’s really what
we’re here about.

I want to thank all of you for being here,
and many members of the administration
who are here—Secretary Slater; Secretary
Herman; Maria Echaveste, my Deputy Chief
of Staff; Minyon Moore, my Political Direc-
tor; Ben Johnson who runs our One America
office; Dave Barram at the General Services
Administration; and maybe many more peo-
ple. I know Fred Humphries is here, who
now works for US West, but once worked
in my campaign. I’m glad that didn’t dis-
qualify him for employment in your com-
pany. [Laughter]

Most of what needs to be said has been
said. I’d like to be very personal, if I might.
I have just to the right of my desk in the
Oval Office, right behind the commemora-
tive pin that was issued for Nelson Mandela’s
80th birthday, a picture of Ron Brown and
me sharing a funny moment. We shared a
lot of funny moments. and we’re laughing.
And sometimes I find myself almost talking
to this picture. I confess that there are a lot
of times when I just miss him terribly.

Yesterday we gave—Ernie Green is
here—yesterday we gave a Congressional
Gold Medal to the Little Rock Nine. And
Ernie and I have been friends for more than
20 years. All the Little Rock Nine, because
I was Governor of Arkansas, I’ve known for
many years. And it was an incredibly emo-
tional moment. And I was sitting up there
on the little stage at the White House, with
tears in my eyes. And one of the things I
was thinking is, gosh, this is another thing
I wish Ron were sitting here for. He ought
to be here for this.

And I was thinking when I saw Mayor
Dinkins out there, who was a great friend
of Ron Brown, how we all got started in New
York in ’92. You brought Nelson Mandela to
meet me the first time. You remember that?
And what great friends we all became. And
I was thinking before I came over here to-
night—I called the Speaker of the House and
Senator Lott and pleaded with them—and
I don’t use that word lightly—to do whatever
we could possibly do to pass the Africa trade


